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Adrienne Chacón
Principals Corner

DECEMBER 2018

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we move into the holiday season, we are nearing the half-way point for the school year.  This 
would be a great time to have a discussion with your students about their progress so far this year. 
Checking grades and organization practices, talking with teachers, setting goals for the New Year. 
Take advantage of the holiday break to make a plan with your student of what they need to tackle 
so that they come back in January ready to finish the last four weeks of the semester strong.  To 
help you with this, on Tuesday, December 18th, we will be sending home updated progress reports 
with all students in their Advisory class.  Please take a moment to look them over and check in with 
teachers if you have any questions.

If your student needs a litt le extra grade support, we have programs that can help.  Raider 
Advantage is open every Monday through Thursday in the library until 4:00. Students can get help 
from our AmeriCorp volunteers, student tutors and teachers, use the computers to finish up work, 
or just have a place to do homework before they go home. We offer an activity bus on those days 
for students that need transportation. Many of our teachers stay after school to support our 
student scholars in their classrooms as well.  Students can check with their individual teachers to 
see when they are available.    We all want to work together to support our students.  We are so 
thankful to have incredible families here that work hand-in-hand with our staff to guide our 
students through high school.  

As you all know, we are in the planning phase for our new building that is scheduled to open the 
fall of 2021!  We hope to share more details with you as the year goes on.  We want to hear your 
thoughts and ideas as we meet with our architect committee.  

As we celebrate 50 years of Thomas Jefferson High School, we are also in the process of preparing 
for our annual RPM Auction.  This auction is a wonderful opportunity for everyone to get involved 
in supporting our scholars in academics, activities, arts and athletics.  We would love to have you 
join the fun in whatever capacity you can.  There is no job too small.  If you want to help plan, 
decorate, or donate auction items like gift baskets, pies, cakes, or gift cards, please email 
auction@tjrpm.org. We hope to see you all there.

So many opportunities to get involved. We hope you take advantage of them to share your voice. 
Thomas Jefferson is a great school, and I am proud to be the principal. Thank you all for sharing 
your wonderful student scholars with us. 

Happy Holidays 

Adrienne Chacón 
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Winter is here! Your counselors want to remind you that the holiday season can be a difficult 

time for some. We ask that you please take some time to remember what it means to be a 

Raider? .be Safe, be Kind, and be Respectful. 

Each grade level should concentrate on the following:

9t h grade: Counselors visited your ATL or AVID last week. You learned about credits, transcripts, 

and how every class counts towards graduation. Winter break is an excellent time to work on 

some of those High School and Beyond Plan tasks we talked about in Maia Learning! Please 

remember that the class of 2021 and beyond are required to complete 24 hours of community 

service for graduation.

10t h grade: Winter break is next week and it is a great time to catch up on any work you may be 

behind in! You should also be focusing on your personal project (a graduation requirement) in 

your ATL class (either 1st or 2nd semester). 

11t h grade: Continue to work hard and attend all your classes! Break is also a great time to 

catch up on any work you may be behind in. Junior year is also a great time to explore post high 

school options. Log in to Maia Learning at https://www.maialearning.com and take the Interest 

Profiler (under the Explore tab)! Log in using your Gmail account with your school email 

####@p12fwps.org and password.

12t h grade: When applying for college, you will need a letter of recommendation or a school 

report. You must come to the counseling office to complete a ?Senior Letter of Recommendation 

Information Sheet? if you would like one written on your behalf. When you are requesting a 

letter of recommendation from your teacher or counselor, please be sure t o ask  t hem  in 

person before you wr it e t heir  nam e and cont act  inform at ion on any applicat ion. An 

automated email asking them to recommend you should not be the first request they receive. 

Please also request at least 2 weeks before the application is due.

If you have not done so already, please log in to Maia Learning at https://www.maialearning.com 

and continue to work on your High School and Beyond Plan!

There w il l  be no Wint er  break  credit  ret r ieval t h is year . If you need to make up a credit, 

please make an appointment to see your counselor or take advantage of our walk-in hours 

during make a plan! Rem em ber , you m ust  com plet e ALL graduat ion requirem ent s in order  

t o par t icipat e in t he graduat ion cerem ony on June 8t h . There will be strict deadlines for 

clearing!

It is im perat ive that you monitor your grades on a regular basis at http://grades.fwps.org!

Counseling Connection

https://www.maialearning.com/
https://www.maialearning.com/
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Things to Know

We would like to give a huge shout out to all those 
who have participated in our Spirit of Giving event! 
For the past two weeks, the TJ community has 
come together to give back to our friends and 
teachers alike. In their advisories, students made 
wishes for their peers or even their teachers and 
we have tried to grant as many as we possibly 
could. From hugs to blankets to snacks and stuffed 
animals, Raiders have given graciously to their 
friends and peers in shows of appreciation. The 
Spirit of Giving assembly will take place on 
December 20th, and bring even more surprises for 
TJ students and staff alike.

For yet another year, the Holiday Helpers program has 
come to TJ! Advisories in the school got to "adopt" a 
child of their own to shop for Christmas presents and 
winter clothing. Thank you so much to everybody that 
has raised money or brought donations for the 
program! This would not be possible without the 
lovely, supportive TJ students and families who are 
dedicated to giving back to their communities.
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Humans of TJHS

Want more? Give us a follow!

1. What  do you enjoy m ost  about  TJ?

I enjoy building relationships with my students, the 

athletics and cultural clubs here at Thomas Jefferson.

2. What  are your  int erest s out side of  school?

I record and perform music, watch sports,  hang out with 

family, eat great food, and lastly, I go on dates with my 

3. What  are you t hank ful for?

I am thankful for god, the love that I get from everyone, hope, wisdom, and ability.

4. Why did you choose t o t each?

I chose to teach because I wanted to be a continuous learner, I wanted to have an impact and 

impact students growth and development, and lastly, I didn?t feel that there weren?t enough 

teachers of color and I wanted to change that.

5. What  do you want  your  st udent s t o rem em ber  af t er  t hey graduat e?

I want them to remember love, serve, and use their resources to become the best versions of 

themselves.

This is Mr. Springfield and it?s his 
fourth year teaching English here 
at TJ. He coaches TJ?s football 
team and advises Betterment 
Service Unity (BSU).



Have a Great Break 
Raiders!


